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Chairman’s Report – Summer of 2013 
 

This has been another interesting year for the Society, one of our best! In addition to selling out both of 

our two popular and well-attended major events in 5 working days, we have media project(s) in early stage, 

and have linked to the currently serving aides at the highest level in 20+ years! This has happened despite 

declining attendance for most similar type organizations: Rotary, MOAA, and church groups. We must be 

doing the right things. The Society continues to have a high number of new Lifetime Members, typically 

younger aides, totaling more than 135, with 38 aides signing up in the last two years.  Finally, we are seeing 

an evolution of many small, informal “meet-ups” for the Society. I will have my 9th, a personal record, on 

June 6th. Welcome to my family!! 

 

We began with yet another great White House Christmas tour at the historic Occidental Restaurant 

immediately opposite the White House. Johnson and Nixon Aide Andy Lawrence, one of our Trustees, who 

has served 5 presidents, presented us with the best account of what it is like to become a Social Aide to a 

President. See below Andy with President Nixon, Prince Philip, the Chief Justice, and barely seen CAPT 

Chuck Larson (future CINCPAC) on the stairwell.  
  

“Andy is a good dancer, so is now Father,  

  (priest), Mike Blackwell.” 

“Andy Lawrence introducing VP Spiro Agnew  

  to President Nixon and Prince Phillip with  

  CAPT Chuck Larson (future CINCPAC)  

  observing from the stairs.” 
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The Society of White House Military Aides 

 

Summer 2013 

 

 
Seventy (70) of us attended the Nationals - Cubs Game on May 10th sitting in the Club Section with 

access to the Stars and Stripes Club, and it was a thoroughly enjoyable evening. It was a “perfect” night of 

weather, game, seats, good company, and we thank Nixon Aide Dave “The Pitcher” Pitcher whose idea this 

was, for setting this up. Fifteen (15) currently serving aides also attended a first for us! 

 

I hope you enjoy the newsletter and reading about the many lawyers who have and continue to become 

aides and excel in their careers. Three (3) of the seven (7) are judges, one works at the highest level of 

national intelligence, and four (4) others are just superb lawyers at what they do. Lawyers have been some of 

our very best members. 

 

Let me summarize what we have done each of the last 2 years for your on average of $22.50  

($30 +$15 / 2) membership dues: 

 

 Christmas Tours reception, speaker and private tour of White House; 

 Spring event of picnic, sailing, sports, wine tasting, etc.; 

 Twice upgraded our Website of activities, (200 updates this year alone), plus new this year an 

interactive records database, added a Shopping Cart for purchase of our event fees and unique items 

like lapel pins; 

 A 30-40 page newsletter with summary of events, current assignments of many aides, and member 

human interest stories; 

 Goodwill and friendship with extraordinary people of good character (most important)! 

 I believe the value is fully competitive or superior to any other organization of its type which does not 

sell itself, insurance, or almost magical Chinese herbs for your health.  We are also building a job referral 

network, be sure to read “Real Bullets” for details on the next page. The high number of Lifetime 

Members joining the last two years, approaching 40, many of whom are Obama aides is attesting to our 

vitality and future.  

 

 I conclude with kind remarks offered this year: 

 

  “Kenn, sorry belatedly about your mom, but the good thing is that the Society is your family now, 

and we will not leave you.”… Navy, Clinton 

 

  “Appreciate the night at the Nats…You are very much admired by many.”   

        A guest, AF COL (RET). 

 

   “The reason I’m helping the Society is because you have done so many nice things for people.”   

                                                   Army, Johnson 

 

As Always, God Bless America and Our Soldiers at War! 
                     Kenn Riordan, Jr. 

                           Kenn Riordan, Jr., Founding Chairman 



Real Bullets! 

Owner of Presidential Yacht Sequoia in Dispute 

 We have learned that FE Partners LLC and Sequoia owner Gary Silversmith are in dispute 

over a $5 million loan. We hope this will be resolved to everyone’s satisfaction so that if “in the 

year 2525, if mankind is still alive,” we may hire the $16 million yacht again.  

Society Builds Job Search Capability for Jr. Aides 

 Kenn Riordan has connected the Society to the DC Metro Joint Service Academy Business 

Network, representing the 5 major service academies, which meets throughout the year to seek 

and offer jobs with as many as 100 grads present. This is a first for us and them.  Additionally, 

per request, we have also connected Clinton Aide Steve Manley, who has assumed the role of 

Capital One’s National Lead of their Military Network, to the Service Academy Network. 

Capital One, headquartered in McLean, Va., is a Fortune 500 company (#135) and one of the 

Washington Metro’s largest financial companies. Steve is available for aides to talk to 

concerning Capital One’s military outreach which has hired over 200 military people this year so 

far.  He can be reached at (804) 240-2775 or steven.manley@capitalone.com . The Society 

receives no financial benefit from this association, it is only for incidental assistance to its 

members. 

Origins of the WH Social Aides Program 

 A couple of society members have been investigating the origins of the White House social 

aide program. All of the available evidence points to Teddy Roosevelt’s recruitment of young 

Army and Navy officers to help at parties in addition to their regular assignments in Washington. 

Roosevelt favored sons of prominent military families, including, for example, Douglas 

MacArthur, Fitzhugh Lee, and U. S. Grant III. MacArthur and several other officers worked at 

Alice Roosevelt’s wedding in 1906. Please see this space later this year for more information on 

this interesting subject. 

  

mailto:steven.manley@capitalone.com


Real Bullets! 

George W. Bush Presidential Center 

 The Society was asked by the White House to provide former aides from its database living 

in the Southwest who would be interested in working at the opening of the Center, and that we 

did. Congratulations to all who participated. Keep those records current at the website. 

"The Yellow Birds" by Kevin Powers 

 The Los Angeles Times said this about Kevin Powers’ National Bestseller, "With profound 

emotional insight, especially into the effects of a hidden war on mothers and families at home, 

The Yellow Birds might just be the first American masterpiece produced by the Iraq War."  SGT 

Powers served as a machine gunner in Iraq, 2004 to 2005, and is a Virginia Commonwealth 

University graduate. 

 The two following quotes, slightly edited, are from the opening page of the book. As a retired 

Infantry officer, I remember fondly how we used to call cadence with the first one as we 

marched, and then sound off with "Huaaa!" 

 A yellow bird 

 With a yellow bill 

 Was perched upon 

 My windowsill 

 

 I lured him in 

 With a piece of bread 

 And then I smashed 

 His ….. head 

–Traditional U.S. Army Marching Cadence 

 

 

To be ignorant of evils to come, and forgetfull of 

evils past, is a mercifull provision in nature, whereby 

we digest the mixture of our few and evil days, and 

our delivered senses not relapsing into cutting 

remembrances, our sorrows are not kept raw by the 

edge of repetitions. 

   –Sir Thomas Browne 

 



2012 White House Christmas Tour – December 10
th

, 2012 

 

 On a warm, almost sultry day, 150 former aides and guests gathered at the stately 

Occidental Grill and restaurant just across the street from the White House and site of the Cuban 

War negotiations which ended the confrontation between Russia and the US. 

 

 Without a minute’s hesitation, we said the Pledge of Allegiance, sang “Jingle Bells” and 

introduced ourselves to those on our left and right, which sounded like a roar. Nixon and Johnson 

Aide Andy Lawrence, resplendent in his Christmas Red jacket, a Social aide at the age of 22 told 

a wonderful and, I would say, the best description I have heard of what it is like to do this 

unforgettable service we were called to do. Introducing the Cabinet to President Nixon and 

Prince Philip, escorting a woman close to the First Lady, dancing at a State Dinner, Andy told 

how just 10 years before he had lived in an orphanage in New Orleans at age 12 and now he was 

doing this. It really was an extraodinary account to listen to. 

 

 We introduced new Trustee COL (Ret) Roger McNamara (Johnson) and a new Director, 

Coast Guard Aide Steve Wolf (Regan), and then the most senior aide Roger again, the most 

junior, Caran Hergenroeder (Bush ’43), and the one who travelled the furthest, Brian Smith from 

California. Brian, was both a Social and Presidential Aide for President Johnson. Each received a 

unique gift from the White House Historical Association.  John Dundas (Bush ’41 and Clinton) 

won the award for remembering that Andrew Johnson from Tennessee, a confederate state, was 

Abraham Lincoln’s 2
nd

 Vice President. 

 

 But all does not go perfectly in the early 21
st
 century and in our nation's’ capital as a bomb 

scare delayed our entrance to the White House by over 1 hour, I have never seen so many happy 

faces when we finally gained access. The theme this year was our Armed Forces and their 

Families and the People’s house looked just great. The Blue Room Fraser Fir form Jefferson, NC 

standing at 18’ 6”, was covered head to foot with ornaments created by military families. As 

always we concluded with the State Dining Room with the Lincoln mantel which states “I pray 

heaven to bestow the best of blessings on this Home, and all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May 

none but honest and wise men ever rule under this roof.” 

 

 Thanks to Veronica Richardson (Clinton), Bill Sinnott (Carter) (Reagan), Avis McAllister 

(Kinard) (Bush ’43), Doug McNary (Clinton), and Steve Wolf for their splendid assistance in 

helping execute our premier event. It was fun and it was great and it was who we are!! 



White House Xmas Tour 2012 

Speaker and Trustee Andy Lawrence and wife Martha Producer Ashley Hawken and guest 

K. Riordan with CG Social Aide and Director Steve Wolf and 
Presidential Aide Woody Lee Andy Lawrence speaking 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Al Chung party 

John Dundas party 

Julia MacDonough party 

Richard Ellis party 

Directors Avis McAllister and Veronica Richardson 



 

Martha Woolson party 

Dave Pitcher party 

Joe Guzowski party 

Brian Smith party 

Vernon Jones party 



 

Ives (and Joe) Mazur party 

Andy Lawrence congratulates Kenn Riordan on Andy’s 

excellent speech 

Chairman introduces new Trustee Roger McNamara and 

CG Deputy Director Steve Wolf 

Andy Lawrence congratulates Kenn Riordan on  

Andy’s excellent speech 



  70+ see the Nats crush the Cubs on a “Perfect” Night 

On the evening of May 10
th

, we had one of those special events and nights that the Society is 

known for. The combination of weather, seats, food, exciting game and people came together 

perfectly. The night started with a reception prior to the game, and presentation by Brian Minniti, 

who at 32, is the youngest Asst General Managers in baseball, said to be a future GM. We were 

happy to see 15 currently serving Obama aides join us for the first time and they mixed in well.  

 Dave Pitcher (Nixon) deserves the credit for providing this venue, one suggested last year 

aboard the Sequoia while he, his wife and I sat in President Nixon’s favorite place on the aft and 

we thank him. Glenn Gearhard (Reagan) won Mike Bohn’s book “Nerve Center” for naming 

Vida Blue as the youngest MVP, and Roger McNamara’s guest another book for remembering 

that 6 ft 8 inch Frank Howard as the biggest player for the former Washington Senators. Eight 

(8) Trustees and Directors were present, a great showing. Ashley Hawken, a respected producer 

who has worked with the Old Guard and Kirk Douglas was an honored guest, and expert 

baseball fan I might add.  

Here’s what one member said:  

“I cannot envision a nicer evening at the ball park with great friends and family. Thank 

you very much for making this evening the spectacular occasion that it was. Simply 

perfect!  For me the game and evening represented all things that are good and decent 

about America!  Family and friends out for an enjoyable evening enjoying each other, a 

great game and simply beautiful weather in an idyllic setting.”  Reagan Aide 

Here’s what one guest said:  

 

“The reception at the ballpark and the Cubbies game with the Nat's added up to a 

splendid evening. My guest, Marty Ronan also enjoyed it immensely. You and your group 

put on fine events and I'm happy to be included. Many thanks.”  Guest 

 

And another comment: 

 

“We really enjoyed it.”  Obama Aide 

 

Enough said! 

 

 



 

“Up in the Lights” Director Avis McAlister captured the exact 

moment when the Society was announced at the Washington 

National Stadium 

L-R: Society Directors McAlister, Wolf, Trustee 

McNamara, Chairman Riordan, Directors Chung, Brown,  

Sinnott, and Cross 

Chairman Riordan with 15 currently serving Obama 

Aides. Thanks to Paige Young for organizing this. 

Happy Society Baseball Fans, they are happy! Kyle Rodgers, 

Marci Woolson and Ash Hawkins 1st, 2nd, and 4th from the left. 

 

Thanks to the “talented” Steve Wolfe 

Society Nationals Baseball 

May 10
th

, 2013 

Paige Young and Keith Toy Paige Young and Keith Toy (Obama) 

 



Lawyers 

 

Timothy Leonard 

In 1992, Tim had the good fortune and was honored to be nominated 

by President George H. W. Bush and confirmed by the U. S. Senate 

as a United States District Judge in Oklahoma.  For the past twenty 

years this career has proven to be both challenging and rewarding.  

The challenges have come from not only having to research and 

learn almost every facet of the law and how it’s applied in each 

situation, but also striving to make every litigant feel like they had a 

fair trial or hearing regardless of whether or not they prevailed.  His 

civil cases have ranged from civil rights, class action, patent, and 

contract disputes to a large variety of constitutional and federal law 

questions.  The criminal cases – which have run the gamut of almost 

every type of human behavior or misbehavior one can imagine – 

have involved large drug organizations, political corruption, fraud, Ponzi schemes, bank 

robberies, conspiracy, and other numerous violations of federal law. The greatest impact on him 

and our court came in 1995 with the bombing of the Oklahoma City Federal Building.  The 

shock of this event, the disruption it caused and the loss of so many friends left scars that are still 

healing, even though the community has pulled together even stronger since that tragic day.  

Being just across the street from the Federal Building, our courthouse and his chambers 

sustained significant damage.  Fortunately, Tim had made a stop on the way to work and was not 

in his office on that fateful day.   

 

Prior to becoming a Federal Judge, he had served three years as the U. S. Attorney, been in 

private law practice for almost twenty years, served in the Oklahoma State Senate for nine years 

and served two years as an Oklahoma Assistant Attorney General.   

 

When he graduated from law school and entered the 

U. S. Navy in 1965, he began at Newport, R. I. with 

OCS training. After finishing the Naval Justice 

School, he was assigned to the JAG office at the 

Pentagon in Washington, D.C..  His first 

assignment was in the Office of Investigations and 

was later assigned to the Legal Assistance Office.  

Of course his most exciting time while in the Navy 

was while serving at the White House as an Aide 

during the President Lyndon Johnson 

administration.  It was certainly one of the most 

exciting times of Tim’s life and left him with many 

wonderful memories as well as lifetime friends. 

 

The other exciting event which occurred while serving in the Navy in Washington was meeting 

and getting married to his bride of now 45 years, Nancy.  Nancy was from Illinois and was 

working for Sen. Everett Dirksen while Tim was at the White House.  After a glamorous six 

month courtship and a year together in Washington, they moved back to his home state of 

Oklahoma as his tenure with the Navy was completed.  They have three wonderful children and 

now nine grandchildren between the ages of two and ten.    



Peter Zolper 

Peter started his JAG career in 1986 as a prosecutor and 

then a defense attorney while assigned in Stuttgart 

Germany.  Having started his JAG career in criminal law, 

he was fortunate to finish his JAG career in the same area 

of the law when he served as a Senior Judge on the Army 

Court of Criminal Appeals.  During this time he had an 

additional duty, having been appointed by the Secretary of 

Defense, serving as a judge on the United States Court of 

Military Commission Review (appellate court for military 

commission cases).   

When President Eisenhower recognized the first Law Day 

he stated “In a very real sense, the world no longer has a 

choice between force and law. If civilization is to survive it 

must choose the rule of law.”  As a military judge those 

words rang true for Peter.  While a social aide (Bush 41/Clinton) he was able to talk with some 

of the legends of our nation’s legal pantheon, retired Chief Justice Burger and then Chief Justice 

Rehnquist, among others.   These judges tried to accomplish what he attempted to achieve as a 

judge, which is inscribed above the entrance to the U.S. Supreme Court, “Equal Justice Under 

the Law.”  

Peter currently works for the Office of the Chief Counsel at TSA in Pentagon City, VA.  He is 

married to the former Johanna Moreau.  This family, which includes three daughters and two 

dogs, resides in Fairfax Station, VA.   

Carol Kettenring-Joyce 

Carol is a native of Brockton, Massachusetts, has been 

serving the U.S. Marine Corps since 1981.  After starting 

her career as a Supply Officer, Colonel Joyce graduated 

from Suffolk University Law School (Boston) in 1989, and 

has held a wide range of key billets as a Marine Corps judge 

advocate; to include, Special Assistant U.S. Attorney for the 

Eastern District of North Carolina; Chief Trial Counsel 

prosecuting high profile cases, to include the EA-6B aircraft 

mishap in Aviano, Italy; Regional Defense Counsel for the 

Pacific Region in Okinawa, Japan; Deputy Chief Prosecutor 

of  Military Commissions in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; and Chief Defense Counsel of the Marine Corps 

overseeing the Hamdaniya and Haditha, Iraq, cases.  She also served as a Government Contracts 

Attorney for Marine Corps Systems Command, Quantico, Virginia; Executive Assistant for the 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Manpower and Reserve Affairs (ASN, M&RA); and attended resident 

Marine Corps Command and Staff College, affording her the opportunity to later be selected outside of 

her specialty to serve for two years as the Commanding Officer of Marine Wing Headquarters 

Squadron 1, 1
st
 Marine Aircraft Wing, in Okinawa, Japan.   

 

From 2007 to 2010, Colonel Joyce was afforded the unique opportunity to serve as a Combatant 

Command Staff Judge Advocate (COCOM SJA) for the 4-star Commander of U.S. Strategic 

Command, Offutt AFB, Nebraska, advising on matters relating to space, nuclear deterrence and 

cyberspace.  Immediately following this assignment, Colonel Joyce assumed the duties as Staff Judge 



Advocate to the Commanding General for II Marine Expeditionary Force at Camp Lejeune, North 

Carolina, leading to her later becoming the Senior Legal Advisor to the Commanding General of II 

MEF (Forward)/Commander, Regional Command (Southwest) who oversaw all the operating forces in 

Helmand Province, Afghanistan, from March 2011 to March 2012.  Upon her return, she was sworn in 

and is currently serving as an Appellate Court Judge for the Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal 

Appeals, located at the Washington Navy Yard.  Colonel Joyce and her husband, Frank, and daughter, 

Caitlin, currently reside in Alexandria, VA.   

 

 

David Pitcher 

After serving in the Navy as a JAGC Officer in its investigations 

and litigation sections, David Pitcher went into private law 

practice in Washington, D.C. specializing exclusively in 

intellectual property (IP) law involving all aspects of patents, 

trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, and related licensing and 

litigation. 

 

Dave has an engineering degree from the University of Michigan, 

besides his law degree from Syracuse University, and attended 

George Washington University School of Business during his 

Navy service.  He is a member of the D.C. and New York bars, 

registered to practice at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 

and a member of various bar associations.  He is married to 

Ainslie, who retired with a U.S. Navy Captain rank from the 

uniformed U.S. Public Health Service Corps.   They reside in Bethesda, Maryland and have a 

daughter residing in Arlington, Virginia who also is an IP attorney with the U.S. International 

Trade Commission.  

 

 
Avis Kinard McAllister 

Avis is a civilian attorney with the Department of the Air 

Force.  Specifically, she serves as a Litigation Attorney in the 

General Litigation Division’s Labor Law Field Support Center 

(LLFSC), Federal Litigation Branch, located at Joint Base 

Andrews, Camp Springs, Maryland.  As such, she represents 

the Air Force in labor and employment law litigation in Federal 

Court and before the Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission, the Merit Systems Protection Board, and the 

Federal Labor Relations Authority.  Additionally, Avis is a 

Lieutenant Colonel with the Air Force Reserve Corps.  In this 

capacity, she serves as the Reserve Executive Officer to The 

Judge Advocate, Headquarters United States Air Force, 

Pentagon, Washington, DC. 

 

Avis was born and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She attended The Wharton School at the 

University of Pennsylvania.  For law school, she headed south to attend Duke University School 

of Law in Durham, North Carolina.  Avis received a direct commission and entered active duty 

as an Air Force judge advocate in September 1994.  While on active duty, she had “hardship” 

assignments in the United Kingdom, South Korea, and Hawaii.   Avis served as the Chief of 



Executive Services, a medical law consultant, and an assistant staff judge advocate.  She 

separated from active duty service in January 2005, after serving 10 years of active duty service.  

After her separation, Avis was appointed to serve as a Health Law attorney at Howard University 

in Washington, DC.  In 2009, Avis realized she missed her Air Force family and returned to the 

Air Force as a civilian.   

 

Avis is married to Lonnie J. McAllister II, an attorney with the Department of Justice in 

Washington, DC, and an Army JAG reservist.  They have a son, Lonnie Julius “LJ” McAllister 

III, who is 5½ years old and enjoys playing with his kindergarten buddies. 

 

 

 

Carol Hattrup is one of the military aides whose entire military 

career was as a lawyer.  She became a Social Aide during Bush 42. 

Other USAF JAGS  also served as social aides, to include   Lt Col 

Joe Treaner and Lt Col Avis Kinnard.  Carol works at the Office of 

the Director of National Intelligence (DNI).  The Office of the 

Director of National Intelligence, and its Office of General Counsel, 

was established in following the passage of the Intelligence Reform 

and Terrorism Prevention Act.    ODNI attorneys from CIA, NSA, 

DOJ, FBI, and the NCTC all work on legal issues impacting the 

entire Intelligence Community (IC), in addition to providing the 

internal legal support for a new cabinet-level agency with national responsibilities. Policy and 

legal issues involved in information sharing, and protection of the civil liberty and privacy rights 

of US persons are a major focus area for ODNI attorneys, in assisting the Director in 

harmonizing and coordinating IC-wide efforts to implement IRTPA and executive orders 

governing intelligence activities.      

 

 

Martha Rodriguez is the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate for the 

Atlantic Area Commander, Portsmouth, VA.  She attended 

Newcomb College of Tulane University, receiving a B. A. in 

Communication and Environmental Studies and a J.D. from Tulane 

Law School with a specialization in Environmental Law. 

 

She has worked as a Coast Guard attorney since 2001.  Her previous 

positions within the Coast Guard have included working in the 

Office of Environmental Law and Office of Maritime and 

International Law as a staff attorney at Coast Guard Headquarters in 

Washington, DC; as a Small Passenger Vessel Inspector and a 

Marine Casualty Investigator at Sector New York in Staten Island, 

NY; and for the Judge Advocate General’s Office of Legal Policy and Program Development (CG-

0948) in Washington, DC.   

 

In June 2012 she reported to her current position as Deputy Staff Judge Advocate for Atlantic Area 

and is responsible for command advice, ethics determinations, operational law, military justice, and 

legal assistance support to the Coast Guard’s Atlantic Area units.  Atlantic Area includes over 14 

million square miles of land encompassing 40 states, and over 4 million square miles of navigable 



water- everything east of the Rocky Mountains to the Arabian Gulf, from Canada to the Caribbean 

Sea.   

 

Martha is married to Mr. Patrick J. Mannion, a Coast Guard civilian employee, and has a daughter, 

Miss Amelie Rose Mannion, born 17 November 2011.  She is expecting her second child, a boy, in 

August 2013.  She currently resides with her family in Suffolk, VA. 

 

She was a White House Social Aide to President George W. Bush from October 2003 to July 2005 

and for President Barack Obama from April 2009 to September 2010. 

 

 

 

Thanks to Mike Bohn (Nixon) for this photo. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Steve Wolf invited Kenn Riordan to a Xmas concert at Coast Guard HQ.  Steve is the leader  

of the band and a talented trumpet player. 

Nina MacGarva (Reagan) with 

her son, Gavin, who is a USNA 

graduate and aviator. 

Sunset in Milwaukee 

Provided by Wendy Cooper (Reagan) 



The Society thanks Reagan Aide COL (Ret) Don Woolfolk for providing this historic  
document concerning the Army’s Social Aides 



Bios 
 

Johnson 

 

Lawrence, Captain G. Andrew, USA (Ret.), (Nixon, Reagan, Bush '41 also), served in the White 

House from July 1967 until January 1970 as an Aide.  Started as a Second LT and finished as a 

Capt.  Left Active Duty in Jan. '70 and was employed as a civilian, political appointee in Vice 

President Agnew's office in the Old EOB.  Then over the years, his career had him in and out of 

government service.  Andy has been a political appointee during the 1st and 2nd Nixon 

Administrations, the 1st and 2nd Reagan Administrations, Bush 41's Administration and the 1st 

and 2nd Bush 43's Administration.  For a short time, he was a political carry-over into both the 

Clinton and Obama Administrations.  In between all of this, he served as Chief-of-Staff for 

Senator Bob Dole, as Deputy Campaign Manager for Senator Howard Baker's 1980 Presidential 

Campaign and as a campaign consultant to numerous Republican candidates including Senator 

Orrin G. Hatch and Senator John Warner.  Other stops along his career path included The 

American Freedom Train Foundation, Thomson McKinnon Securities Inc., Colonial Parking 

Inc., and others. 

 

McGowan, Colonel Michael, USMC (Ret), is currently First Vice President-Wealth 

Management, Wealth Management Advisor for the Atkinson McGowan Harris Team at Merrill 

Lynch in Frederick, MD.  He has also recently been named Chief of Staff for the Center House 

Association. 

 

Merten, Captain Alan, USAF, stepped down as president of George Mason University on June 

30, 2012.  He now serves as president emeritus and distinguished service professor at Mason.  

He serves on several corporate boards and related activities. 

 

Richman, Captain Gerald, USA (Ret), (Nixon (1 Day) also),  President of Richman Greer, P.A. is 

Florida Bar Board Certified in Civil Trial and Business Litigation, awarded in 2012 Florida Bar 

“Board Certified Lawyer of the Year,” and the National “Masters in Trial” Award by the 

American Board of Trial Advocates, and was designated a “National Lead Litigation Attorney” 

in Election 2012. 

 

Valdez, Ambassador Abelardo, USA, was a Johnson Social Aide who became Chief of Protocol 

under President Carter. He is currently President Emeritus of the Council of American 

Ambassadors, and a practicing and prominent Washington attorney. 

 

 

Nixon 

 

Bauer, Colonel Steve, USA (Ford, Carter, Reagan & Bush ’41 also), recently published his first 

fiction book after 9 non-fiction books. Chameleon is about a police detective from Beaumont, 

TX, who discovers a very unique use for identity theft. It involves the White House and 

a Caribbean cruise. And it begins at the end of the Civil War. Steve just got off his 153rd cruise 

in early April 2013 so he knows the business. 

 

  



Ellis, Colonel Dolores, USMC (Ret.) (Ford also), is a retired high school teacher of French and 

Spanish.  She owns and operates a home-based international cooking school and volunteers at a 

local hospital.  She is married to Dale Ellis, USAF (Ret.) and they are involved in the Iris Society 

as well as ballroom and country dancing. 

 

Larson, Admiral Charles R., USN (Ret.), had a distinguished forty year career in the U.S. Navy 

which included service as both a carrier based aviator and a nuclear submariner. In his senior 

position, he served as Commander-in-Chief of all United States military forces in the Pacific 

Theater of Operations, an area of responsibility that included 44 countries and over one half the 

globe. He also served two tours as Superintendent of the United States Naval Academy. Since 

retirement in 1998, Admiral Larson has pursued a career in business, serving on the Boards of 

five New York Stock exchange companies in defense, aerospace, electrical generation and 

distribution, oil exploration and production and international construction and services. He has 

also consulted for government and non-governmental organizations in intelligence, technology, 

defense and foreign policy. His seven non-profit boards have included higher education, foreign 

policy, arms control, national security and health care. He is currently Chairman of ViaGlobal 

Group, LLC which is headquartered in Annapolis, Maryland. Admiral Larson and his wife Sally 

live in Annapolis, Maryland.   

 

Pace, General Peter, USMC (Ret.), retired in 2007 as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Prior 

to that, he served as Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and holds the distinction of being 

the first Marine to have served in either of these positions. He graduated from the US Naval 

Academy in 1967, serving more than 40 years in the United States Marine Corps. He held 

command at virtually every level, beginning as a Rifle Platoon Leader in Vietnam. In 2008, he 

was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honor a President can 

bestow. Gen Pace is currently serving on the Board of Directors of several corporate entities 

involved in management consulting, private equity, and IT security. He is a member of the 

Director of National Intelligence (DNI) Senior Advisory Group; a Distinguished Visiting 

Research Scholar for Fordham University; and an Adjunct Faculty member of Georgetown 

University. He is associated with a number of charities focused on supporting the troops and 

their families, to include serving as Chairman of the Board for Wall Street Warfighters 

Foundation, an organization that provides training support and job placement services for 

disabled veterans interested in careers in the financial services industry. 

 

Carter 

 

Admire, Major General John, USMC (Ret.), is relocating to Tulsa, Oklahoma. His daughter, 

Katelyn, has received academic and athletic scholarships to the University of Tulsa to major in 

Pre-Med and play soccer. John’s Marine Corps and nomadic lifestyle continues, but in reverse as 

he now is a camp follower and soccer fan to his daughter.  

 

Clarke, Mr. Bob, USMC, is a software developer for Markit on Demand, where they create and 

maintain web sites and data services for financial services companies and news organizations. 

 

Cooper, Lieutenant Colonal Wendy, USAFR (Ret.), currently volunteers at the Milwaukee 

Performing Arts Center, Bay View Historial Society, and USO Milwaukee Airport.  



Woolfolk, Colonel Donald, USA (Ret.), is the Deputy N2 (Intelligence) for Naval Special 

Warfare Command, San Diego, CA.  He is busy learning two foreign languages (how to speak 

“Navy” and how to speak “SEAL”), very difficult for this old Army doggie!  He has run into 

several other Army Social Aides in SD, to include our former Mayor Dick Murphy and Navy 

Capt (R) Jim Hardy.  Don is married and has a stepdaughter (11) and a son (8); Haley and 

Jackson keep Wendy and Don pretty busy! 

 

Reagan 

 

Chong, Lieutenant Colonel Al, USA (Ret.), Al, Business Development Executive at Hewlett-

Packard Enterprise Services, in Herndon, Virginia, has assumed the role of business 

development for all U.S. Army Sector IT services business world-wide since August 2012. 

 

Harp, Mr. Tim, USN, has been re-assigned from his Deputy Asst Secretary of Defense position 

in Washington to Director, Armaments, Communication and Electronics at US Mission to 

NATO, Brussels, Belgium. He is enjoying his hardship, in a foreign land tour! 

 

Lee, Commander Woody, USCG (Ret.), (Bush also), is Director, Government Relations for 

Raytheon Company's federal civil programs, a position he's held since his retirement from the 

Coast Guard in 1995.  He remains an avid runner, and in 2012 completed his 39th marathon. 

 

 Loper, Lieutenant Colonel Bill, USA (Ret.),  ( Bush also), is Director, Government Affairs, 

Association of the United States Army advocating for Soldiers and their families on Capitol 

Hill.  He and his wife, Ann, are parents of Kathryn (17), Meredith (15) and Preston (12). 

 

Bush 41 

 

Hood, Lieutenant Colonel Frank, USAF (Ret.), (Clinton also), retired from the Air Force (Air 

Force/Air National Guard/Reserve) after 36 years of service in 2010 (12 years enlisted & 24 as 

an officer), and then retired from Civil-Service (Dept of Defense/Dept of Ag) in 2011.  Frank has 

devoted the past several years as the primary care-giver for his elderly parents, and in his spare 

time he has worked on a few private business pursuits; improving his golf game; and spending 

time with his wife, Pam, and their seven grandchildren (new-born through age 19) who all live 

within an hour drive.  Jaxson, their first great-grandchild, arrived in 2012… Frank is quick to 

acknowledge, “We are blessed and LIFE IS GOOD!” 

 

Kailiwai, Colonel George, USAF (Ret.), is the Director, Resources and Assessment Directorate 

(J8) at United States Pacific Command.  He’s responsible for conducting strategic assessments, 

developing the Command’s requirements, advocating for future capabilities, and managing the 

financial planning, programming, budgeting and execution of the Command’s headquarters and 

mission elements.  Dr. Kailiwai is also in charge of the Command’s science and technology and 

joint innovation and experimentation activities.   

 

Wall, Lieutenant Commander Missy, USCG, (Clinton also), is retired in Florida and creates 

leaded-stained glass custom windows and hand-made custom ceramic tile murals. If you need 

something special for your forever home, she can help.   In her spare time she competes in Horse 

Driving Trials- her favorite part being the cross country, hair-on-fire, obstacle course. 

 

  



Clinton 

 

Brown, Lieutenant Commander Kelly, USA, (Bush '43 also) will graduate from the National 

War College at Fort McNair, DC on 13 Jun and immediately head to Fort Leavenworth, KS 

where she will take command of the Mission Command Training Complex on 1 Jul.  Kelly 

recently served as the spokesperson for the 2013 Joint Women's Leadership Symposium and 

looks forward to continuing the promotion of professional female military leaders.  In her spare 

time, Kelly is pursuing a Doctorate of Business Administration with a specialization in 

Homeland Security from North Central University. 

 

Clare, Commander Bradley, USCG, (Bush ’43 also) currently serves as the Detachment Chief for 

the Coast Guard Cruise Ship National Center of Expertise.  His role is to help improve the 

competency, capabilities, and consistency Coast Guard wide in the field of cruise ship safety, 

environmental, and security requirements and examinations. 

 

Dunbar, Commander Kathryn, USCG, is the Operations Officer for the Coast Guard Recruiting 

Command in Arlington, VA.  She is scheduled to transfer to Miami, FL, in July to assume duties 

as the Director of the Coast Guard Auxiliary for District 7. 

 

Kettenring-Joyce, Colonel Carol, USMC, is currently assigned as an Appellate Court Judge for 

the Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals, at the U.S. Navy Yard in Washington D.C.  

She and her family reside in Alexandria, Virginia, after serving an earlier tour as Staff Judge 

Advocate to II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, NC, which included a one-year 

deployment to Afghanistan as the Staff Judge Advocate to Commander, Regional Command 

(Southwest). 

 

Kettle, Commander Robert, USN (Ret.), retired from the Navy in November 2012.  He then 

moved to Seattle to join his wife Sarah after getting married in July.  He's joined the board of the 

non-profit World Affairs Council Seattle and is seeking to study at UW's Evans School of Public 

Affairs. 

 

Kulinski, Commander Karin (Klose), USNR, currently flies the Airbus 319/320 for United 

Airlines as a copilot at Dulles Airport.  After finishing a Reserve OPNAV N8 Pentagon tour at 

the end of 2012, she finally transferred to the IRR.  She and her husband Steve live in 

Alexandria, VA with their three daughters. 

 

Manley, Captain Steve, USAF, is Capital One Senior Director • US Card Operations in 

Richmond, VA, and has assumed the role of National Lead of their Military network.  He has 

offered to assist members with hiring practices (144 vets hired already in 2013). 

 

Mazur, Lieutenant Colonel Joe, USAF, (Bush also), is the Senior Procurement Executive and 

Head of Contracting Activity for the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) 

serving as the business/acquisition advisor to the DARPA Director and staff for research, 

development and demonstration of high-risk, high-payoff projects for the current and future 

combat force. 

 

Murphy, Colonel Mimi, USAF, (Bush also), is currently the Commander of the Defense Contract 

Management Agency (DCMA) Pacific at NAF Atsugi, Japan.  She leads a joint/multi-national 

team providing DoD's contract management support throughout the Asia-Pacific region. 



 

Sevilla, Ms. Nereyda, USAF, (Bush also), Chief Management Official, Air Force Clinical 

Investigation Program, Office of the Surgeon General. She supports medical research to ensure 

our troops are provided state-of-the-art medical care. 

 

Bush 43 

 

Bown, Major Ross, USAF, works at the PepsiCo Beverage HQs in Somers, NY as a Senior 

manager on the Brand Development & Commercialization Team.  Ross works directly with the 

four Pepsi Colas Brand Teams:  Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Pepsi MAX and their latest reduced sugar 

cola, Pepsi NEXT.  His wife, Tiffany and Ross have 2 little boys, a 2 ½-year old named Braxton 

and a 5-month old named Kyle.  They live in Armonk, NY, just north of NYC. 

 

Hergeneroeder, Major Caren (Carbone), USA, serves as the Protocol Officer at Defense 

Acquisition University on Fort Belvoir, VA. She is also a military spouse and mother of Sydney 

Rose, who turns 2 in August 2013. 

 

Hill, Captain Theodosia, USAF, (Obama also) MSC will be promoted to the rank of Major in 

July 2013.  Currently she serves as the Executive Officer to the 43d Airlift Group Commander at 

Pope Army Airfield , NC.  In this role, she supports 14 Group Staff Agencies, 5 MAJCOMs, 8 

squadrons, and over 1.2K Airmen.  Prior to this appointment, she served as the Operations 

Support Flight Commander for the 43rd Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron.  In this capacity, she 

oversaw medical readiness, information technology management, resource management, and 

medical logistics; her efforts directly supported flight nurses, aeromedical technicians, radio 

operators, and administrators expeditious deployment as "America's 911" in support of overseas 

contingencies and humanitarian operations.  Last year, she spent four months in Kandahar where 

she led over 73  aeromedical evacuation missions.  Finally, Theodosia serves on the Board of 

Directors for The DJR Project, a not for profit organization.  She served as a Social Aide for 

President George W. Bush and President Barack Obama. 

 

Holliday III, Lieutenant Colonel Henry (Hank) E., USA. From Jan-Feb 2013, Hank was part of a 

project as Executive Officer, Troop Command, Tripler Army Medical Center, Honolulu, 

HI, recently served as a temporary assistant inspector general and U.S. Army Medical Command 

Subject Matter Expert for the Department of the Army "Expedited Special Interest Item 

Inspection on Criminal Background Checks and Suitability Determinations for Child and Youth 

Services" inspection.  The Secretary of the Army directed inspection covered 76 Army 

installations worldwide and ensured Senior Army leaders have the accurate feedback to 

determine the effectiveness of our employment suitability programs for employees, contractors 

and volunteers working with our children and youth.   

 

Johnston, Lieutenant Colonel Daniel T., USA, is currently the Medical Director, US Army 

Comprehensive Soldier and Family Fitness Headquarters, Department of the Army. 
  

Sebo, Colonel Anthony, USA, is the Army Attache at the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine since 

September 2012.  He and his wife Didi currently reside in the capital, Kyiv. 

 

  



Obama 

 

Maffei, Lieutenant Michael, USN, is an Assistant District Attorney for the City and County of 

San Francisco.  He is currently assigned to the Gang Unit, where he prosecutes all manner of 

felony gang-related cases.  Michael is engaged to be married to Phoebe Hathaway Eustis; the big 

day is May 18th, 2013, at the Marines' Memorial Hotel in San Francisco.  Michael was recalled 

to active duty as a US Navy JAG Corps officer and will be deployed to Afghanistan at the end of 

the summer, 2013.   

 

Moffat, Lieutenant Glenn, USN, is currently serving as the Assistant Supervisor of Diving at 

Naval Sea Systems Command.  His duties include R & D for Navy Dive Equipment, changes 

and additions to the Navy Dive Manual, and OPNAV liaison for diving waivers.  He has also 

been serving as a White House Social Aide for President Obama since May of 2012. 

 

Oplinger, Lieutenant JG Brian S., USCG, is completing tour at Coast Guard’s Telecommu-

nication and Information System’s Command PCSing to Miami this summer.  Attempted to 

extend his current tour by a year to remain in the WHSAP, but to no avail. 

 

Tomlin, Major Greg, USA, earned his PhD in diplomatic history from the George Washington 

University this spring.  He will leave West Point's History Department in August to serve as an 

artillery planner in the 8th U.S. Army headquarters, Yongsan, Korea. 

Young, Lieutenant Stephanie, USCG, is currently stationed in the National Capitol Region as a 

public affairs officer at Coast Guard Headquarters. She manages the Coast Guard’s social media 

presence, including their official Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, YouTube and blog.  

 

"Trustee Roger McNamara and spouse Sally present Kenn Riordan with a  

   portrait as appreciation for 20+ years of service to the Society at the home of  

  CAPT (RET) Alex Larzelere, Sr. Coast Guard Director, in Alexandria , Va. on  

  May 11, 2013.  Alex's lovely wife Rita was also present." 

 



THE EAGLE 
  

This is Amazing...It is no wonder there are scriptural references to the Eagle!   I 

hope you enjoy reading it as much as I did. 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When it rains, most birds head for shelter; the Eagle is the only bird that, in order to avoid the rain, 

starts flying above the clouds...An amazing tidbit about the Eagle's eyesight: The Eagle can 

probably identify a Rabbit moving almost a mile away. That means that an Eagle flying at an 

altitude of 1000 feet over open country could spot prey over an area of almost 3 square miles from a 

fixed position.  No wonder God wants us to spread our wings and soar with Eagles. 

 
Thanks to Trustee COL (Ret) Jack Koser (Truman) 

 



FOUR OF THE YEAR'S BEST COMEBACK RESPONSES 
 

Number 1: 
 

If you ever testify in court, you might wish 

you could have been as sharp as this 

policeman. 

 

He was being cross-examined by a defense 

attorney during a felony trial. The lawyer 

was trying to undermine the police officer's 

credibility ..... 

 

Q: 'Officer --- did you see my client fleeing 

the scene?' 

 

A: 'No sir. But I subsequently observed a person matching the description of the offender, 

running several blocks away.' 

 

Q: 'Officer, who provided this description?' 

 

A: 'The officer who responded to the scene.' 

 

Q: 'A fellow officer provided the description of this so-called offender. Do you trust your fellow 

officers?' 

 

A: 'Yes, sir. With my life.' 

 

Q: 'With your life? Let me ask you this then officer. Do you have a room where you change your 

clothes in preparation for your daily duties?' 

 

A: 'Yes sir, we do!' 

 

Q: 'And do you have a locker in the room?' 

 

A: 'Yes, sir, I do.' 

 

Q: 'And do you have a lock on your locker?' 

 

A: 'Yes, sir.' 

 

Q: 'Now, why is it, officer, if you trust your fellow officers with your life, you find it necessary 

to lock your locker in a room you share with these same officers?' 

 

A: 'You see, sir, we share the building with the court complex, and sometimes lawyers have been 

known to walk through that room..' 

 

The courtroom EXPLODED with laughter, and a prompt recess was called.  The office on the 

stand has been nominated for this year’s ‘Best Comback’ line --- and we think he’ll win. 



Number 2: 
 

Now We Know Why He Was a General ----- 

 

In an recent interview, General Norman 

Schwarzkopf was asked if he thought there was 

room for forgiveness toward the people who have 

harbored and abetted the terrorists who perpetrated 

the 9/11 attacks on America. 

 

His answer was classic Schwarzkopf. 

 

The General said, "I believe that forgiving them is 

God's function... OUR job is to arrange the 

meeting." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number 3: 
 

Dana Perino (FOX News) describing an interview she recently had with a Navy SEAL. After 

discussing all the countries that he had been sent to, she asked if they had to learn several 

languages? 

 

"Oh, no ma'am, we don't go there to talk." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Number 4: 
 

 

Conversation overheard on the VHF Guard (emergency) frequency 121.5 MHz while flying 

from Europe to Dubai. 

 

Iranian Air Defense Site: 'Unknown aircraft you are in Iranian airspace. Identify yourself.' 

 

Aircraft: 'This is a United States aircraft. I am in Iraqi airspace.' 

 

Air Defense Site: 'You are in Iranian airspace. If you do not depart our airspace we will launch 

interceptor aircraft!' 

 

Aircraft: 'This is a United States Marine Corps FA-18 Fighter. Send 'em up, I'll wait!' 

 

Air Defense Site: ( ... total silence) 

 

 

 
 

God bless our troops. There is something about our military that makes other countries 

listen to reason. 
 Thanks to Trustee COL (Ret) Jack Koser (Truman) 

 



For Your Memory Bank 
 

A true story about 19 marines killed on a Pacific island (defending against the 

Japanese). They had to retreat, so asked the islanders to please bury them for us. 
  

Years later, they checked and found a man who had been a teenager then and he 

remembered where they were buried. The Marines sent a C-130 and an honor guard 

there and found all 19 had been buried with their helmets on, their rifles in their 

hands, in perfect condition. The islanders had really done a wonderful job. 
  

As they were loading the bodies, a voice from out of nowhere started singing "The 

Marine Hymn"..........gave everyone goosebumps. Turns out, the voice was from a 

man who spoke no English but remembered a song the Marines taught him when they 

landed. Very touching. They got all 19 and their photos are at the end. This of course 

was WW2! 
  

IF YOU HAVEN'T SEEN THIS - BE SURE YOU'RE SITTING DOWN. THIS IS 

ONE OF THOSE GESTURES FOR WHICH THERE ARE NO WORDS. Click on 

link below! 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=C6f_FvZpm3g 

 

 Thanks to Trustee COL (Ret) Jack Koser (Truman) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=C6f_FvZpm3g


Crew No. 1 in front of B-25 #40-2344 

on the deck of the USS Hornet, 18 April 

1942. From left to right: (front row) Lt. 

Col. Doolittle, pilot; Lt. Richard E. Cole, 

copilot; (back row) Lt. Henry A. Potter, 

navigator; SSgt. Fred A. Braemer, 

bombardier; SSgt. Paul J. Leonard, flight 

engineer/gunner. (U.S. Air Force photo) 

 

 
  

It's the Cup of Brandy that No One Wants to Drink 
 

On Tuesday, 16-21 April 2013, in Fort Walton Beach, 

Florida, the surviving Doolittle Raiders gathered publicly 

for the last time.  They once were among the most 

universally admired and revered men in the United 

States. There were 80 of the Raiders in April 1942, when 

they carried out one of the most courageous and heart-

stirring military operations in this nation's history. The 

mere mention of their unit's name, in those years, would 

bring tears to the eyes of grateful Americans. 

 

Now only four survive.  The Doolittle Raid sent a 

message from the United States to its enemies, and to the 

rest of the world:  We will fight.  And, no matter what it 

takes, we will win. 

 

Of the 80 Raiders, 62 survived the war. They were 

celebrated as national heroes, models of bravery. Metro-

Goldwyn-Mayer produced a motion picture based on the 

raid; "Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo," starring Spencer 

Tracy and Van Johnson, was a patriotic and emotional 

box-office hit, and the phrase became part of the national lexicon. In the movie-theater previews 

for the film, MGM proclaimed that it was presenting the story "with supreme pride." 

 

Beginning in 1946, the surviving Raiders have held a reunion each April, to commemorate the 

mission. The reunion is in a different city each year. In 1959, the city of Tucson, Arizona, as a 

gesture of respect and gratitude, presented the Doolittle Raiders with a set of 80 silver goblets. 

Each goblet was engraved with the name of a Raider.  Every year, a wooden display case bearing 

all 80 goblets is transported to the reunion city. Each time a Raider passes away, his goblet is 

turned upside down in the case at the next reunion, as his old friends bear solemn witness. 

 

Also in the wooden case is a bottle of 1896 Hennessy Very Special cognac. The year is not 

happenstance: 1896 was when Jimmy Doolittle was born.  There has always been a plan: When 

there are only two surviving Raiders, they would open the bottle, at last drink from it, and toast 

their comrades who preceded them in death. 

 

As 2013 began, there were five living Raiders; then, in February, Tom Griffin passed away at 

age 96.  What a man he was. After bailing out of his plane over a mountainous Chinese forest 

after the Tokyo raid, he became ill with malaria, and almost died. When he recovered, he was 

sent to Europe to fly more combat missions. He was shot down, captured, and spent 22 months in 

a German prisoner of war camp. 

 

 



The selflessness of these men, the sheer guts ... there was a passage in the Cincinnati Enquirer 

obituary for Mr. Griffin that, on the surface, had nothing to do with the war, but that 

emblematizes the depth of his sense of duty and devotion:   When his wife became ill and needed 

to go into a nursing home, he visited her every day. He walked from his house to the nursing 

home, fed his wife and at the end of the day brought home her clothes. At night, he washed and 

ironed her clothes. Then he walked them up to her room the next morning. He did that for three 

years until her death in 2005. 

 

So now, out of the original 80, only four Raiders remain: Dick Cole (Doolittle's co-pilot on the 

Tokyo raid), Robert Hite, Edward Saylor and David Thatcher. All are in their 90s. They have 

decided that there are too few of them for the public reunions to continue. 

 

The events in Fort Walton Beach this week will mark the end. It has come full circle; Florida's 

nearby Eglin Field was where the Raiders trained in secrecy for the Tokyo mission.  The town is 

planning to do all it can to honor the men: a six-day celebration of their valor, including 

luncheons, a dinner and a parade. 

 

Do the men ever wonder if those of us for whom they helped save the country have tended to it 

in a way that is worthy of their sacrifice? They don't talk about that, at least not around other 

people. But if you find yourself near Fort Walton Beach this week, and if you should encounter 

any of the Raiders, you might want to offer them a word of thanks. I can tell you from firsthand 

observation that they appreciate hearing that they are remembered. 

 

The men have decided that after this final public reunion they will wait until a later date -- some 

time this year -- to get together once more, informally and in absolute privacy. That is when they 

will open the bottle of brandy. The years are flowing by too swiftly now; they are not going to 

wait until there are only two of them.  They will fill the four remaining upturned goblets.  And 

raise them in a toast to those who are gone. 

   
 
 
 
 

A B-25 taking off from Hornet for the raid 
 

Thanks to Trustee COL (Ret) Jack Koser (Truman) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_B-25_Mitchell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Hornet_(CV-8)


Society Mascot “Pente” is With Us No More 

 

My beloved border collie Pente, bought the week of 9/11 and named after the Pentagon as my 

first assignment was 100’ from where the plane hit, took sick suddenly in January, and died in 

my arms of cancer in February, a year after my mom. No better creature could exemplify the 

Society than this beautiful, highly intelligent, sentient being who could charm even the most 

difficult person or dog with her personality. I always said to mom that she thought she was a 

movie star. And which of your very best friends would, without hesitation, get between you and 

a large bear on 3 occasions, the last was a 250+ lb bear that was hidden from me by tall grass. 

Honest answer - none! We will meet again in Heaven, as my Turkish neighbor said they believe, 

where she is with my mom, taking their long walks together. Pente’s picture is below. 

 



 

 
 First known picture of Social Aides with President Coolidge and  

wounded veteran – 1924. 

 

Thanks to Mike Bohn for photo. 
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